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Kevin M. Dunn : Scientific Soapmaking: The Chemistry of the Cold Process  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Scientific Soapmaking: The Chemistry of the Cold Process: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Dunn has a good sense of humorBy Soap WitchFact based Soap 
making book! Kevin M. Dunn has a good sense of humor, although dry, in this book. There is so much information I 
have room for much growth as a soap maker. I look forward to understanding more and more. The book is like a text 
book and makes sense as the writer was/is an educator. It also dispels many soaping myths with facts. I refer to this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1935652095


book often and it sits on my desk as my go-to reference, even better than "google".11 of 12 people found the following 
review helpful. Nearly Essential Book - Easy to ReadBy Stuart FergusonVery informative book. A basic high school 
chemistry background is all that's required to fully digest the material. It really helps if you have at least seen some 
diagrams of molecules before so you don't instantly freak out when you see one. But he explains it well enough to 
grasp it on the first run. I've had science labs in high school and a few in college, and I have a degree in Math, but 
none of that was required to follow his explanations. It does not read like a cookbook. There are no recipes in here to 
follow. He instead teaches a process that can be used to create soaps of specifically desired qualities in such a way that 
it scales up very easily. The book starts out with definitions and processes and lays a foundation for the last half of the 
book, which is what you probably bought it for if you aren't a novice soap maker.The last half explains a few 
experiments he did to test various qualities in soap like whether there is a difference in a lye discount and superfatting. 
I found the explanation of soap curd vs neat soap to be very interesting and the experiment on melted soap vs 
unmelted in water was enlightening. This is a book I recommend you read if you want to know more about making 
soap than what you'd find in a youtube video.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For the Professional 
Soap MakerBy James_RolandDefinitely a book for the experienced soap maker who has delved into the inner works 
of soap.You will need to read it over and over but it does become clear as you move along. This was never meant to be 
an "Instruction book" but rather a class in which the author experimented with students and documented very detailed 
results.

Until now, there were just two kinds of books on soapmaking. Books for the commodity soap industry emphasized the 
economical production of soap by the ton and were written for those with a background in chemistry and chemical 
engineering. Books for the emerging craft industry emphasized the production of high-quality soap by the pound and 
were aimed at those familiar with the format of cookbooks. Makers of handcrafted soap often wish they had paid more 
attention in chemistry class so that the information of the commodity soap books would be accessible to them. 
Scientific Soapmaking answers that call by bridging the gap between the technical and craft literatures. It explains the 
chemistry of fats, oils, and soaps, and it teaches sophisticated analytical techniques that can be carried out using 
equipment and materials familiar to makers of handcrafted soap. Presented in a college textbook format, Scientific 
Soapmaking guides students and individual soapmakers alike to formulate questions about soap and design 
experiments to answer those questions scientifically.


