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Lester Abbey : Shipcraft 8 - Fletcher Class Destroyers before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and al praised Shipcraft 8 - Fletcher Class Destroyers:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent ResourceBy P. J. Glorl just received this book for
Christmas (with the help of ) and | would strongly recommend it. Despiteits limited page count (64) it is the best
reference | have seen to date, and well worth the wait for it to come "across the pond” (my seller was in Great
Britain).One reason that | found it to be an excellent reference isthat it has alogical discussion of the differences
between individual Fletcher class destroyers during World War 11. The other books that | have read on Fletcher class
destroyers provide a "hodge-podge" of photos of different looking Fletchers with little explanation of the differences
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or the evolution of the class, other than mentioning the round bridges of early Fletcher class ships vs the "square
bridge' on the later ships, and a limited discussion of changesin armament.Having said that, prior to reading this book,
I still did not know that the reason for the change to the 'square bridge' was to optimize production combined with
inspiration from the British Navy to have an "open bridge" forward of the pilothouse. When one of the other
references discusses the refit that increased the number of 40MM guns, it is not addressing the emergency AA refit, as
installed on the USS Kidd, but the increase of 40MM guns on the original Fletchers, which had 20MM gunsin the
forward gun tubs, where 40 MM guns were later installed. That same reference aso captions atwin 40MM gun mount
asa"quad 40MM mount."If amodeler islooking for a"how-ta" on specific modeling techniques for superdetailing
kits or scratchbuilding, he or she will be disappointed, but this book provides the availability of detail parts for
upgrading kits or scratchbuilding, and -- most importantly -- provides the modeler the information required to
determine that the particular vessel that he or she is modeling will be in the correct configuration and color. | have
seen commercialy produced and sold Fletcher class ship models in the wrong configuration and camouflage scheme,
so thisis avery important aspect of modeling.Further, although the book would appear to be directed at modelers, |
feel it would be an excellent reference in any enthusiast's collection.Pete G.3 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. Good, but could be better.By JimWThis book has some very good photographs and line drawings. It's a 2007
edition and it misses the 1:144 Revell model initsreview of Fletcher models, aswell as the Eduard and Nautilus photo
etch detail kitsfor it. The drawings of camouflage measures are black and white with no indication of colors. There are
color photos in the book so there is no logical reason for not showing camouflage colors. All in al, thisis a decent
book and worth the price, but it could be better.12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Modeler's view: |
respectfully disagree with first reviewBy cat5fredPlease don't get me wrong, it's a great book for modelers, and |
encourage modelers, specially those new to naval modeling to get a copy, if your intent isto build one of the available
models, be it Tamiya's or Trumpeter.My criticism of the book isthat it relied heavily on other modeler's work as
reference. While great models were showcased | must say that in principle thisis aflawed concept, as modelers -no
matter how good they are, either don't get everything right, or their modeling style does not appeal to every modeler
out there, or had access to accessories no longer in production. Nothing beats a period photograph as far as references
go.A far better use of the pages devoted to models would have been to show photos like in the Raven book on the
Fletcher class (Naval Institute Press) that show in crisp, ultra-detail the many configurations available. These are
photos from the period, the real deal, not like in this book, showing the USS Kidd which differs significantly from its
wartime configuration.To be fair to the book, the color analysis (measures and schemes) was far superior to anything
I've seen in books this size or even bigger. well donein that regard, worth the asking price on this aspect alone. The
author is obviously an expert in this area, both technically and historically, you will enjoy reading this book, specially
the author's assessment of the available kits of this most important warship.

The 'ShipCraft' series provides in-depth information about building and modifying model kits of famous warship
types. Lavishly illustrated, each book takes the modeler through a brief history of the subject class, highlighting
differences between sisterships and changesin their appearance over their careers. Thisincludes paint schemes and
camouflage, featuring color profiles and highly-detailed line drawings and scale plans. The modeling section reviews
the strengths and weaknesses of available kits, lists commercial accessory sets for super-detailing of the ships, and
provides hints on modifying and improving the basic kit. Thisis followed by an extensive photographic survey of
selected high-quality modelsin avariety of scales, and the book concludes with a section on research references -
books, monographs, scale plans and relevant websites. The subject of this volume is the Fletcher class, often
considered the most successful of all American destroyers. Built to the first design that was freed from treaty
restrictions, they came into service near the beginning of the Pacific War and fought with distinction through al the
most ferocious of the campaigns against Japan. They were constructed in large numbers, with anumber of variations,
and their popularity is reflected by the wide range of available kits.



