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Gerard Paloque : The 5th Air Force  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised The 5th Air Force: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not much is Lost In Translation!By Pvt. W. G. Kirby CustomerI saw 
these book in the French Air Force Museum in Paris on a vacation. It was beautiful, but had ALLFrench text! Great 
photos, color profiles on 98% of all the pages. But not a bit of English to explain the beautiful research and efforts that 
went into compiling it! Six months later, the book appears on AMAZON...and it has been translated! Well, my 
decision to buy took me all of twenty seconds. got the book to me in excellend condition...the publisher shrink wraps 
these paperbound (as the French versions were also) books in a series on the aircraft of WWII. The books average out 
to about 130 pages each. Photos are not all new...many have been seen before...but therr ARE enough new photos to 
please. Layout does not put photos across the "gutter" fold if the book in too many places. Print sharpness is 
outstanding. But those color profiles...WOW! Beautiful and informative..each is captioned. Any flaws? Or 
complaints...well, it is a paperbound book. These will no doubt see a lot of use by interested 
reader/researcher/modelers, so may not hold up well after a thousand uses or so! And there are flaws in the translation 
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that are hinkey...pilot names change from James to John and so on.( In the book on the 8th AF fighter command in this 
same series, Francis S. Gabreski, P-47 ace pilot becomes Francis E. Gabresky on the next page. Donald Blakeslee 
becomes James Blakeslee in three pages time!) Just little jibes like that...I can live with those...especially for the 
quality of the publicatiions.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Love the book The 5th Air ForceBy Rick 
TBought this book for my dad who served in the US Army Air Force in the 5th Air Force during WWII. From the time 
he opened it, he could barely put it down to open other presents or converse with the family. He said it was very well 
written and had much information he did not know. I would recommend this book.4 of 6 people found the following 
review helpful. The 5th Air ForceBy George BrackenAs a modeler this book is made for me. It illustrates most of the 
major fighter and bomber types of aircraft used, with color profiles, in a group by group basis. The transport, recon, 
and liason types are not as well covered. There is a brief historical summary of the 5th Air Force included. I found this 
book very helpful.

The 5th US Army Air Force was officially created on 5 February 1942 in the urgency following the Japanese surprise 
attack at Pearl Harbor. At the outset, with limited means and equipped with obsolete materiel, its various units were 
tasked with defending Australia. Commanded by the charismatic Major-General George Kenney, it was progressively 
reinforced by new squadrons arriving from the United States. Better armed, the 5th Air Force fought in the long and 
ferocious New-Guinea campaign and took part in the allied conquest of various south west Pacific islands.Its tally of 
kills at the end of the war is indicative of its performance, with notably an un-equalled record of more than 3,400 
aerial victories and the presence within its ranks of the two greatest American aces of all time, Majors Bong and 
McGuire.This massively illustrated book is the first real reference published on the colors and markings of the 5th 
Airforce.
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