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Lorelel Sims: The Backyard Blacksmith before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised The Backyard Blacksmith:

37 of 37 people found the following review helpful. But this book has great pictures and instructionsBy Rachael
McKEnzieMy 12 year old son has decided he wants to learn blacksmithing and he saved all of his money to buy an
anvil and he and my husband built a forge out of an old brake drum from a big truck. He got a hammer, gloves, apron
and tongs for christmas as well as this book. He's been pouring over it and has even made a knife (sort of) and some
tongs (sort of. He'll get there). But this book has great pictures and instructions. | see him reading it all thetimein his
room before going to bed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A neophyte's review.By CustomerThe
Backyard Blacksmith is agood book for a beginner. However, the author forgets that point on afew occasionsin her
descriptions on how to perform exercises. But her suggestions on how to check the condition of your toolsif they're
used, and how to test the carbon content in the steel are invaluable. | haven't been able to actually test the techniques,
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yet, as| don't have a shop set up at thistime.All in al, it'sagreat buy for the price.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy karpademperfect book for those just starting out and those that have dlittle bit under their
belt

The Backyard Blacksmith shows you how -- with some patience and a working knowledge of metals, basic tools, and
techniques -- blacksmithing can be easy to learn, and a rewarding hobby. Through instructions and illustrations,
readers will learn to make simple tools and useful items, such as nails, hinges, and handles, and also an interesting mix
of artful projects, such letter openers, door knockers and botanical ornaments. Written by an expert in blacksmith and
metal artist, this book provides readers with a basic understanding of blacksmithing, including an explanation of tools
like an anvil, an anvil stand, hammers, and tongs. Heating techniques like coal forging and fire tending are explained
in detail, along with different types of metal like wrought iron, cast iron, and steel. The Backyard Blacksmith walks
readers through step-by-step, illustrated projects including hooks, door and gate pulls, wall-mounted hooks, knockers,
racks, and more. These expert blacksmithing lessons come to life with full-color photography to illustrate the steps and
provide a better understanding of the text. With this book, beginning blacksmiths can learn to turn metal from its raw
shape into something useful and beautiful to behold.

From the Inside FlapThere is an increasing interest and revival in the art of blacksmithing as a hobby and art, and both
men and women are becoming at-home blacksmiths. Blacksmithing is a simple, rewarding craft anyone can enjoy in
their backyard or home workshop?even beginners can produce useful and beautiful projects on their first try."The
Backyard Blacksmith" shows you how blacksmithing can be easy to learn, and a rewarding hobby (with some patience
and aworking knowledge of metals, basic tools, and techniques). Through instructions and illustrations, readers will
learn to make simple tools and useful items, such as nails, hinges, and handles, and aso an interesting mix of artful
projects, such letter openers, door knockers and botanical ornaments.About the AuthorLorelei Simsis a blacksmith
and metalworking artist, and the owner of Five Points Blacksmith Shop in Charleston, Illinois. For examples of her
work, see her website blacksmithchic.com.



