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Enza Milanesi : The Carpet: Origins, Art and History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised The Carpet: Origins, Art and History:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John GregoryFine copy.2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. One of my favorite books on oriental carpets: visually stunningBy Jane in Milwaukeel don't
necessarily disagree with the other reviewer except | think that when the words "origins' and "history" are in abook's
title...and the description above has "antique" in the first sentence...it's pretty clear that thisis going to be about
important historic carpets mostly found in museums. The first section of the book is entitled "The World of Carpets’
but instead of discussing the carpets of various countries, thisis about the origins, making of, layout, styles, decoration
and motifs of carpets. The second part of the book, entitled "The Art of the Carpet” discusses the world geography of
carpetsincluding Anatolia, Persia, The Caucasus, India, Western and Eastern Turkestan, China, and Europe. On page
196 isadetailed listing of museums where the largest or most important collections of carpets can be viewed.The
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stunning thing that makes me turn to this book quite often--1 have many books on rugs and carpets--is the presentation.
Y our eyes are hit with color on every single page. It isvery striking that many pages are black which gives a
surprisingly different perspective on similarly colored carpets. Many photos of close-ups or whole carpets cover an
entire page; afew extend to the other page and some even cover both entire pages. With no margins, these seem very
accessible to thereader. | like that the motifs and overall designs of the carpets are well-detailed. Thisis afun book to
peruse, even if you're not interested in the indepth discussion.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The
book isagood overview of carpets.By Deborah Abernethy This book is agood overview of carpets produced in eight
areas- Anatolia, Persia, The Caucasus, Western Turkestan, Eastern Turkestan, India, China, and Europe. The listing of
these titles of the various carpet areas should tell you that this book has focused on historical carpets. It is neither the
most basic nor the most detailed of books on this subject. There is more emphasis on earlier, more historical carpets,
and on more commercially produced rather than tribal carpets. The photographs are wonderful. Overall, | would give
this book high marks. Target market for this book would beinterior designers or highly informed buyers, not so much
the rug dealers or other professionals who want even more detailed information.

From the perspective of Western culture, it is not always easy to understand the complexities of the antique Oriental
carpet. Part of the fascination liesin its dual nature as a simple, even humble artifact intended to be used in a variety of
ways as well as a sophisticated artistic object with ancient designs unfamiliar to us. Providing the tools to understand
the decorative and technical aspects of a carpet, including its geographic area of production, The Carpet: Origins, Art
and History is a handsome reference book for lovers of art and antiques who are eager to deepen their knowledge of
thisintriguing world. Intentionally neither amanual nor a guide, this book aims to inform and captivate. The Carpet
celebrates its subject with clear and concise text as well as photographs and design diagrams that illustrate the most
important ancient carpets. The stunning photographs capture the beauty and intricacy of this extraordinary art and play
an important role in the critique and analysis of the various carpet specimens. With diagrams and drawings, this book
provides an inspiring study of the carpet in al its dimensions, from decoration and its interpretation to the layout
system, the ornamental motifs and their symbolic meaning and origin.

From Library Journal Art historian Milanesi presents a beautiful photographic compendium of carpets representing the
main geographic areas of production: Anatolia, Persia, the Caucasus, India, western and eastern Turkestan, China, and
the historical European centers. More than just a pretty catalog, her book serves as a useful guide for identifying and
studying carpets. Milanesi ably describes and illustrates materials, dyes, knots, and weaving technology and examines
layout and design; also provided is an analysis of the cultures in which these carpets were created. The text combines a
discussion of the symbolism of motifs with avisual presentation of photographs and design diagrams. While providing
a comprehensive stylistic study and interpretation that will interest experts, Milanesi gives even a novice the ability to
understand the decorative and technical aspects of these functional yet sophisticated artistic objects. Recommended for
general and subject collections.-Judith Y ankielun Lind, Roseland Free P.L., NJ Copyright 2000 Reed Business
Information, Inc. This beautifully illustrated and keenly researched book is a treasure for collectors of Oriental carpets.
(Ottawa Citizen 1999-12-04)Besides being full of information about where and how carpets are made, the book has
sumptuous pictures of carpets ... this handsome book would make a great gift. (Baltimore Sun 1999-11-28)Milanesi
explains the making of carpets, the meaning of their symbolic designs and the milieus in which they were created. Best
of all the book boasts awealth of color photographs that show exactly what she's talking about. (Christine Temin
Boston Globe 1999-12-16)More than just a pretty catalog, her book serves as a useful guide for identifying and
studying carpets ... While providing a comprehensive stylistic study and interpretation that will interest experts,
Milanesi gives even anovice the ability to understand the decorative and technical aspects of those functional yet
sophisticated artistic objects. (Judith Yankielun Lind Library Journal 2000-02-15)The presentation is simple, executed
by alover and scholar of this knotted art form ... Much information is revealed in the color photographs and
illustrations, accompanied by text. (Barbara Jacobs Booklist 2000-03-15)About the Author Art historian Enza
Milanesi livesin Rome, Italy, where she teaches and lectures on artistic techniques and has, for many years, assisted
the Italian Ministry of Cultural Assetsin the cataloging of art-history materials. A scholar and an avid lover of
antiques, Milanesi has a special affection for the world of carpets.



