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Gerard Jones, Will Jacobs : The Comic Book Heroes: The First History of Modern Comic Books - From the 
Silver Age to the Present  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Comic Book Heroes: The First History of Modern Comic Books - From the Silver Age to the Present: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... for this book for quite some time and was happy to find itBy 
James JayI was looking for this book for quite some time and was happy to find it! Gerard Jones gives a very 
comprehensive historical view of the movements behind my favorite comic books, and the interoffice politics between 
the creators and publishers. I think the sections from the SilverAge on through the 1970s were the most 
comprehensive, giving greater context for success and failures of different movements within the the movements. 
After the Copper Age (post 1986), i think Jones loses his objectivity, perhaps because this is the era where the 
historian becomes comic freelancer. Still with its slight imperfections one of the best texts on the industry0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Loved it!By Lou MouginRead this way back when. Gerry Jones does a great job 
on limning the Silver Age up to the start of the Image Era. Recommended, but don't miss his other books.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. A terrific read for the comic book enthusistBy Eric ShoarsA definitive work by 
Gerard Jones. Thorough and fascinating. Highly recommend.
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The Comic Book Heroes begins with that first issue of the Flash, an event that would alter American pop culture 
forever. Its the story both of the superheroes and their all-too-human creators. From "the avuncular chipmunk," Julius 
Schwartz, to Todd McFarlane and his bloody Spawn, the writers, artists, and editors have cast the heroes for 
generations of American kids in the mold of their own personalities and inner struggles.From the Flashs 1956 debut 
until his death in 1986, from the relevance movement of the `70s to the ultra-violence of the `90s, and from the kid-
driven market of the past to the speculator-driven market of the present, The Comic Book Heroes shows how America 
has changed since the `50sand makes some provocative points about what Americas kids are reading 
today.Completely revised and updated from the 1985 edition, The Comic Book Heroes is the most complete, 
engaging, and opinionated history of comics ever. Mind-blowingly detailed, breathtakingly informative, and 
fascinating reading, this is the one history of comics you absolutely must have!About the AuthorsGerard Jones has 
written the adventures of the worlds greatest heroes, including the Justice League, Batman, and Green Lantern for DC 
Comics, and the X-Men, the Hulk, and his own creation, Prime, for Marvel Comics. Will Jacobs is a former 
contributing editor to The National Lampoon and the cocreator (with Jones) of the comic book series, The Trouble 
with Girls.

With Over 120 Illustrations!From the Inside FlapThe Comic Book Heroes begins with that first issue of the Flash, an 
event that would alter American pop culture forever. It's the story both of the superheroes and their all-too-human 
creators. From "the avuncular chipmunk," Julius Schwartz, to Todd McFarlane and his bloody Spawn, the writers, 
artists, and editors have cast the heroes for generations of American kids in the mold of their own personalities and 
inner struggles.From the Flash's 1956 debut until his death in 1986, from the relevance movement of the `70s to the 
ultra-violence of the `90s, and from the kid-driven market of the past to the speculator-driven market of the present, 
The Comic Book Heroes shows how America has changed since the `50sand makes some provocative points about 
what America's kids are reading today.Completely revised and updated from the 1985 edition, The Comic Book 
Heroes is the most complete, engaging, and opinionated history of comics ever. Mind-blowingly detailed, 
breathtakingly informative, and fascinating reading, this is the one history of comics you absolutely must have!About 
the AuthorsGerard Jones has written the adventures of the world's greatest heroes, including the Justice League, 
Batman, and Green Lantern for DC Comics, and the X-Men, the Hulk, and his own creation, Prime, for Marvel 
Comics. Will Jacobs is a former contributing editor to The National Lampoon and the cocreator (with Jones) of the 
comic book series, The Trouble with Girls. 


