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Norma Coney : The Complete Candlemaker: Techniques, Projects Inspiration  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Candlemaker: Techniques, Projects 
Inspiration: 

26 of 29 people found the following review helpful. Gorgeous pictures, and lovely ideas, but....By A Customer"I was 
really surprised that the author stresses the use of stearic (animal based additive) and completely omits the additive 
vybar, which is a viable and most preferable additive to many people. Her creative ideas are sound but some 
procedures do seem to be altogether forgotten. If it weren't for the pictures and some of the projects I would have rated 
this book a lot lower. Beginners should not start here as they may be confused later by some of the things that were 
completely missing, or they may not get the results they want due to a simple lack of knowledge that should have been 
included. But for the intermediate to advanced candlemaker, this book can offer some interesting new techniques, it 
should be in your library."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mauricioexcellent !!! Love 
it. It is a real guide to do candles.11 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Good basic informationBy 
SuePThe author provides great information on the history of candles and gives good basic info for folks just starting 
out. However, I was a little disappointed to find many of the illustrations with no explanation. The candles in those 
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photos were simply credited to the source from which the came. There were a couple of these I would have liked more 
information about regarding the techniques used. Some of the instructions could have been more clearly demonstrated 
with photos. If you're a visual person when it comes to directions you may be disappointed.

Now you can make 40 kinds of gorgeous candles--from hand-dipped to tie-dyed, from molded to marbelized, from 
carved to applique'! It's fun and easy! This book provides everything you need to know to make your own beautiful 
candles. Guided by clear instructions and how-to photography, you'll soon know how to: find and use the necessary 
equiptmentselect wicks, waxes, and additiveschoose and care for candle moldsperform magic with fragrance and 
colorpractice work safety.Learn to make a dazzling array of candles, including container, molded, hand-dipped, rolled 
beeswax, chunk, tie-dyed, hurricane, votive, interior decorated, water, sand, floating, cut-and-curl, overdipped, 
marbelized, stippled, embossed, carved, and appliqued. This truly is a complete candlemaking book!

From Library JournalBoth these books cover essentially the same ground and are good basic guides for making 
candles. They deal with waxes, wicks, molds, scents, and a variety of decorating techniques. Oppenheimer's book has 
a more extensive text with line drawings, while Coney's is completely illustrated with color photographs. Both have 
more information on candle-making than Gloria Nicol's The New Candle Book (LJ 11/1/95), a guide that emphasizes 
candle display. These are both good basic books for the library craft collection.Copyright 1997 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. Inspiration combined with great techniques and a troubleshooting guide make this book a wonderful 
addition to your craft library. Coney has covered about everything you would need to know in order to buy supplies, 
work with different waxes and create your own beautiful masterpieces. The introduction is a brief history of the 
evolution of candles and their place in history. Each section of the book covered a topic such as equipment, molds, 
cautions, special effects and a very good trouble shooting guide. Photography shows clear pictures of each step and 
there are also many examples of each type of candle to further charm you. This volume is a bargain and would appeal 
to anyone old enough to handle hot wax. It is especially appropriate for beginners, and can save a lot of time and 
needless mistakes. -- From Independent Publisher 


