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Tom Batiuk : The Complete Funky Winkerbean, Volume 2: 1975-1977  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Funky Winkerbean, Volume 2: 1975-1977: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the Great StripsBy Sir StevenA genius at work here, gets 
right into school life then and now (minus cell phones) and there are laughs on every page.Some of his puns rival those 
of Mr. Peabody which is hard to do.Can these volumes come out faster? A year in between is hard to wait but 
Winkerbean is a dish best savored.Well constructed book and easy to handle, articles that lead the volume are great as 
well, a worthy successor to volume I0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Me and my 14 year old son read 
this 480+ ...By CustomerMe and my 14 year old son read this 480+ pages of Funky and the gang. My son loves it as 
much as I do 40+ years later. A timeless classic!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Such a great 
stripBy MVGI loved this strip when I was growing up and it's great that they are reprinting it from the start now. It's 
interesting to see where it started as compared to today. There are no long story lines like he's known for now, but you 
start to see the characters developing. Oh, and you also get to laugh, or groan, at the puns along the way.

Funky, Les, and the gang pun their way through Westview High Since its debut on March 27, 1972, Funky 
Winkerbean has chronicled the lives of a group of students from the fictitious Westview High School. This second 
volume, which presents strips from 1975, 1976, and 1977, sees the comic strip rounding into the form that will carry it 
into its middle years. With gentle humor and not-so-gentle puns, Les, Funky, Crazy Harry, and the gang comment on 
lifes little absurdities. Funky begins to ponder why there are cloakrooms in elementary schools when no one wears 
cloaks. Crazy Harry, firmly ensconced in his locker-as-living-quarters, moves out because his row of lockers has gone 
condo. Les Moore blossoms as a character and replaces Funky as the leader of the schools out crowd when he is seen 
alone on his bicycle at the local drive-in movie. The computer at Westview High becomes sentient and subjects the 
students to its obsession with Star Trek, including holding Star Trek conventions at the school. Westviews principal 
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and teachers cope with it all with irony or Zen-like detachment. In Volume 1, we met Harry L. Dinkle, the band 
director at West-view High. The self-proclaimed Worlds Greatest Band Director, Dinkle is based on a retired band 
director from Avon Lake, Ohio, who was also the band director at the junior high school that Tom Batiuk attended. 
Band camps, the Fall Battle of the Bands, and the annual torrential downpours become fixtures in the strip. Other 
familiar themes are the turkeys and fruitcakes that show up through the years as band fund-raisers. The Westview 
Scapegoats go national and march off to the 1976 Macys Thanksgiving Day Parade. Harry L. Dinkle marches into real 
life, lending his name to a line of Dinkles band shoes, actual band candy, and the Harry L. Dinkle March composed by 
Andy Clark. He even shows up on scoreboards at college football games. Volume 2 includes an introduction in which 
Tom Batiuk shares the creative and evolutionary processes in his development of these characters. Subsequent 
volumes will each contain three years of Funky strips and will be published annually. Batiuk has been recognized for 
his humorous and entertaining portrayals of the students and staff at Westview and acclaimed for his sensitive 
treatment of social and educational issues.

About the AuthorTom Batiuk is a graduate of Kent State University. His Funky Winkerbean and Crankshaft comic 
strips are carried in more than 600 newspapers worldwide and have an audience of more than sixty million readers. In 
2008, he was honored as a finalist by the Pulitzer Board for a sequence in Funky Winkerbean that portrayed character 
Lisa Moores poignant battle with breast cancer. 


