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Jeff Miller : The Foundations of Better Woodworking: How to use your body, tools and materials to do your 
best work  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The 
Foundations of Better Woodworking: How to use your body, tools and materials to do your best work: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Informative, clear, and very helpful!!By Ali KermaniJust finished 
reading this book and it is AWESOME! As a relative beginner to woodworking (I've built a few projects including 
cabinets, a workbench, mobile miter saw stand, etc.) I found this book informative, clear, and enlightening. This book 
covers a wide variety of subjects in moderate depth; enough so you understand what's going on, but not so in depth 
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that you will become a master in any one field. I feel like this book gives you a good understanding of the 
fundamentals of most aspects of woodworking and then guides you toward other books you can read to become a 
master of any one given aspect. Time is my scarcest and most valuable commodity and I feel that the time I spent 
reading this book was very well spent! 5 stars well earned Jeff Miller!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Text is First Rate, But You Need a Big Screen for the PhotosBy Dan of the SuburbsI have been a fan of Jeff 
Miller for many years. His artistry and craftsmanship in woodworking functions at a very high level. My own 
woodworking experience has been one of fits and starts with no formal training so I was hoping this book would give 
me a the foundations of woodworking in a systematic manner. Jeff's book was exactly what I needed. He presents an 
excellent treatise of how and why wood is structured the way it is, which leads to why woodworking tools are made 
the way they are.He demonstrates the body mechanics you need to do accurate work without exhausting yourself. This 
may have been the best part of this excellent book.The only problem I had with the book is the same one anyone 
would have with an e-book with lots of instructional photos. I first put the book on my Kindle Fire HD which handled 
the pictures poorly. I then put the book on my PC, and the photos were displayed as intended.So the book itself is 
great, but you need a large screen to benefit from the photos.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must 
have book for woodworkers....By julesWonderful information and lessons on woodworking. Very easy to understand 
and accomplish whats in this book. Lessons that I will use forever. I I pick up this book when I get stuck on a process.

Woodworking with Mind, Body, and SensesWhat's the secret to producing beautiful furniture that you and your family 
will treasure for generations? It starts with the fundamentals--those essential, yet often overlooked principles upon 
which all of your skills should be based.In The Foundations of Better Woodworking, craftsman, teacher and noted 
woodworking author Jeff Miller clearly lays out these basic concepts, helping you understand:How proper body 
position and mechanics improve your ability to cut precise joins, as well as add efficiency and safety.Just what it 
means to cut a line.How the wood works, so you can avoid such problems as tear out, splitting and warping--whether 
you use hand tools, machinery or both.How woodworking tools actually cut and work, so you learn to use them more 
easily, effectively and accurately. Follow the advice in this book and you'll build the foundation for making significant 
advances as a woodworker. Your time in the shop will be more rewarding, and your results more satisfying.

About the AuthorJeff Miller is a designer, craftsman, prolific writer, and an active teacher both at his own 
woodworking school in Chicago, and at furniture schools around the country. His furniture has won numerous awards, 
has been in shows around the country, and is in the collection of the Chicago History Museum. His book Chairmaking 
and Design won the Stanley Award for Best How-To Book of 1997 (and his companion video Chairmaking 
Techniques won best video as well). He has also written the books Beds and Children's Furniture and has contributed 
chapters to Furniture for All Around the House and Storage Projects for All Around the House for The Taunton Press 
and is a frequent contributor to Fine Woodworking and now Popular Woodworking magazines. 


